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Hon Peter Katsambanis 

STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS 
Sixty-seventh Report — “Budget Estimates Hearings 2016–17” — Tabling 

HON PETER KATSAMBANIS (North Metropolitan) [10.07 am]: I am directed to present the 
sixty-seventh report of the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations titled 
“Budget Estimates Hearings 2016–17”. 

[See paper 4527.] 

Hon PETER KATSAMBANIS: The report that I have just tabled advises the house that the 
Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations has concluded the hearings process for the budget 
estimates for the 2016–17 financial year. The report constitutes a closing report finalising the committee’s 
consideration of matters arising out of the budget estimates process. Overall, the committee was pleased with the 
conduct of the hearings, the level of attendance and member participation. The committee felt that a good 
cross-section of questions was asked by both government and non-government members. A large number of 
issues were canvassed in the course of proceedings, some of which are summarised in this report. The committee 
also asked 55 agencies generic questions on whole-of-government issues to provide a focus of inquiry and 
a comparison of the performance of agencies. The committee had not asked agencies generic questions since the 
2007–08 budget estimates process. 

As was the case with the 2014–15 agency annual report hearings process, the committee again did not gain 
access to strategic asset plans of agencies. It looks forward to the Department of Treasury and the Department of 
the Premier and Cabinet providing guidance to agencies on options for releasing information contained in 
strategic asset plans as recommended by the Auditor General in his eighteenth report, “Opinions on Ministerial 
Notifications”. The committee has made one finding and two recommendations, which are included in the body 
of the report. 
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